Name _________________________________________  Biology – Block ___      Date _______________


Lab: Common Names vs. Scientific Names 
Introduction:  
When you were a baby, you learned the names of many things around you including some plants and animals. Even today you still probably use the same names you were taught way back then.  The names used by most people are called common names.  
Part 1: The following are common names for certain organisms. Based upon its common name – try to predict what the organism will look like. What kind of organism is it?
	
	Common Name
	What do you think it is/looks like?

	1. 
	Catamount: 
	

	2. 
	Kangaroo Rat: 
	

	3. 
	Sea Cow: 
	

	4. 
	Sand Puppy: 
	


Part 2:  Obtain a set of pictures from your teacher.  Each picture has also been labeled with the scientific name of that organism.   Unlike common names, no matter where you are in the world, all scientists refer to living things by the same scientific name.
Our method of giving living things a scientific name was created over 200 years ago by Carolus Linnaeus.  He called this two-word naming system binomial nomenclature.  Each scientific name has two parts; a first name (called the Genus) and the second name (called the species).  You may also notice that they sound different from our words.  That is because the names are all in latin.
· Try to match each picture with one of the common names found in your bag.

· Fill in the scientific name(s) next to your descriptions in table.

	
	Common Name
	Scientific Name

	1. 
	
	Hippocampus kuda

	2. 
	
	Hippocampus histrix

	3. 
	
	Cornus florida

	4. 
	
	Trichechus manatus

	5. 
	
	Arisaema triphyllum

	6. 
	
	Trachythyone elongata

	7. 
	
	Vulpes vulpes

	8. 
	
	Vulpes lagopus

	9. 
	
	Vulpes velox

	10. 
	
	Daucus carota

	11. 
	
	Tragelaphus eurycerus

	12. 
	
	Marmota monax

	13. 
	
	Dipodomys ingens

	14. 
	
	Ceuthophilus maculatus

	15. 
	
	Cynomys ludovicianus

	16. 
	
	Acanthaster planci

	17. 
	
	Heterocephalus glaber

	18. 
	
	Pterois volitans

	19. 
	
	Puma concolor

	20. 
	
	Carphophis amoenus


1. Did any of your original descriptions come close to picture of the organism that you matched with it?  If so – what helped you figure out what it would look like?
2. Which two animal(s) on your list had more than one scientific name?  

3. For organisms that had more than one scientific name, what did all their scientific names have in common?

Part 3: Some of the organisms listed in part 2 have other common names. See if you can determine what organism in part 2 corresponds to the list of alternate names given below. 

____________________: Panther, cougar, painter cat, puma, mountain lion 

____________________: Nature’s mistake, false box, arrowwood, white cornel 

____________________: Woodchuck 

____________________: Naked Mole Rat 

____________________: Antelope 

Part 4: Questions 

1. Describe the value of giving scientific names to living organisms. 

2. Why do some organisms have so many common names?

3. Below is a list of scientific names. Try to guess the common name for each organism. 

	Scientific Name
	What do you think its common name might be?

	Felis catus
	

	Delphinus delphis
	

	Streptococcus pyogenes
	

	Panthera leo
	


4. Why are some names easier to guess than others? 

